
CFO TASKFORCE FOR THE SDGs
SHAPE THE FUTURE OF  CORPORATE FINANCE

OPPORTUNITY

With the adoption of the Sustainable Development  
Goals (SDGs) in 2015, 193 countries of the United 
Nations unanimously issued a call for the private sector 
to innovate and scale activities to contribute towards  
the SDGs. There is also a collective recognition from 
both investors and Governments that companies are  
uniquely placed to support sustainable development 
efforts globally.

There is an estimated US$ 12 trillion market in new, 
SDG-aligned opportunities. Coupled with the rise of the 
sustainable investment market globally — estimated at 
US$31 trillion assets under management — these factors 
are driving a broad rethinking of the future of corporate 
finance and investment as a catalyst for growth, value 
creation and social impact. 

The United Nations Global Compact is working with 
corporate finance teams around the world to mobilize 

greater investment in the SDGs. Building on the work 
developed by the Financial Innovation for the SDGs 
Action Platform, the UN Global Compact is convening 
a taskforce of Chief Financial Officers (CFOs) for a 
24-month engagement and collaboration with peers, 
investors, financial institutions and UN agencies. The 
taskforce will provide CFOs with a platform to share 
ideas, develop new concepts and frameworks, and 
provide recommendations to unlock private capital  
and create a market for mainstream SDG investments. 

As the stewards of some US$ 14 trillions of dollars in 
corporate investments annually, CFOs have a critical 
role to play in ensuring that companies align their 
investments with the SDGs. The CFO Taskforce for the 
SDGs aims to raise awareness about the transformative 
impact of corporate finance across financial markets, the 
global economy and society as a whole, and further the 
role of the private sector in achieving the SDGs. 
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As part of the CFO Taskforce, you will work with peers on a comprehensive programme of activities to  
formalize the role of CFOs in companies’ transformation towards a sustainable business model, including:

 ▪ Co-creating a guiding framework for SDG-aligned corporate finance and investments

 ▪ Sharing experiences and best practices on integrating sustainability in corporate  
finance and investments

 ▪ Pioneering financial innovation to deploy the capital in a way that maximizes impact 

 ▪ Communicating with investors, policymakers and other stakeholders on common agenda



STRUCTURE

JOINING THE CFO TASKFORCE

FEES

JOIN US

The CFO Taskforce for the SDGs is geared towards companies in the real economy and the financial  
sector. Participation is reserved for companies that have formally committed to the Ten Principles  
of the UN Global Compact and is organized in two levels of engagement:

CFO Taskforce is reserved for CFOs or equivalent corporate officers. CFOs who join the Taskforce before  
the launch of the Principles in September 2020 will be recognized as Founding Participants and will play a  
key role in shaping the broad agenda. CFOs will be representatives of the overall initiative and provide  
high-level direction and inputon the work programme.

Expert Group Level will be composed of representatives from participating companies in various  
functional roles including sustainability, finance and accounting. Representatives should be subject  
matter experts in corporate finance and have a good sense of sustainable development activities at  
their companies. They should also have the ability to influence internal decisions on SDG-related 
 investments. The Expert Group will contribute technical expertise and support for the CFOs and  
participate directly in research and consultation activities. 

This expert-led taskforce will run for 24 months and be co-chaired by one CFO and a Chief Investment Officer. 

Private sector organizations are expected to contribute 
financially to support the activities of the Taskforce and 
Expert Group, with fees ranging from US$ 1,250 to 20,000 
annually, based on annual revenues. Fees for participation in 
the Taskforce are in addition to the fees paid for participation 
in the UN Global Compact.

The future of sustainable finance is in the hands of 
CFOs. Join the CFO Taskforce on the SDGs and take 
part in shaping the future of sustainable finance today! 

For more information, please email 
sustainablefinance@ungloblalcompact.org

THE IMPACT
Joining the CFO Taskforce can help create tremendous impact for your organization by:

 ▪ Providing the global development community with a modern view of how capital markets  
can contribute to finance the SDGs, at scale

 ▪ Developing innovative financial instruments and contribute to a broad market of  
diversified investment opportunities for the SDGs

 ▪ Supporting companies in securing the financial capital needed to implement the SDGs  
and transformation their business and production models

 ▪ Connecting companies’ SDG investments with increasingly impact-oriented investors

 ▪ Developing internal tools and resources to embed sustainability in corporate finance,  
including strategic alignment, impact measurement, reporting, investor communication  
and financial innovation

 ▪ Promoting partnerships between CEOs and CFOs and helping translate sustainability  
strategies into financial language for investors and rating agencies.
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US$ 5BN> US$ 20,000

US$ 1–5BN US$ 15,000

US$ 500MM–1BN US$ 10,000

US$ 250–500MM US$ 7,500

US$ 50–250MM US$ 5,000

US$ 25–50MM US$ 2,500

US$ <25MM US$ 1,250


